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Junior/Senior Calendar for the College Search and Application Process 

 

Fall of Junior Year 

 
1. Get organized for the college search. Put important college-related dates (SAT and ACT 

test dates, National College Fair, etc.) on your calendar. Begin planning when you will visit 

colleges or attend college preview days during the year; consider using Spring Break for 

college visits. Buy a filebox for college materials, and start files for test scores, activity lists, 

essays, and general college information. Once you have decided on your list of colleges, 

create a file for each college. Use this as your command center during the application 

process: everything in one place, where you can find it! 

 

2. Think about your strengths, passions, and interests, as well as your learning style and 

preferences, in finding a college “fit.” Identify what is most important to you in a college 

experience. Consider potential majors and career paths, extracurricular involvements, college 

size, location, and atmosphere. What kind of college would bring out the best in you? Where 

would you thrive? Make some preliminary decisions about the kinds of colleges you would 

like to attend, and start building a list of colleges to visit and consider. 

 

3. Buy a college guidebook or two. Two great ones are The Fiske Guide to Colleges (2012) 

and Princeton Review’s The Best 377 Colleges. Start browsing through the guidebooks, 

reading about colleges. Flag any that sound good to you. Take note of the admit rates and the 

profile of admitted students (grades and test scores), as these will help you gauge if your 

credentials will be appropriate for that college. 

 

4. Use the Internet as a research tool. Visit college websites, take virtual tours of campuses, 

and read about course offerings and student life. Get on the colleges’ mailing lists by 

registering on their websites as a potential applicant. Visit the College Board website and use 

their online search engine to locate colleges that might be of interest to you. Take note of 

each college’s academic calendar (listed on their website) as you plan college visits; it is best 

to visit when students are on campus and classes are in session if you can.  

 

5. Sketch out a preliminary activity list. If you feel that your involvements are a little lean, 

there is still time to add some activities. Pursue activities that build on your existing interests 

and that are meaningful to you; don’t join things just to join! Look for opportunities to 

demonstrate leadership, creativity, and initiative in your involvements. Don’t hesitate to chart 

your own course and do something unique outside of school. Fencing lessons? A computer 

consulting business? A science fiction novel? Have fun with this.  

 

6. Have a family discussion about college costs and how you will finance your education. 
Get a clear understanding of how you will be paying for college and if you will need to 

receive scholarships or loans to attend certain colleges.  

 

7. Decide when you will take college entrance tests (SAT and/or ACT, SAT II Subject Tests, 

if you need them) and sign up for them early so that you will get your preferred test center. 

Plan how you will prep for those tests and begin early. 
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Spring of Junior Year 

 
1. Take the SAT once or twice (March, May, June). Many students get higher scores the 

second time they take the test, and as of 2009, you can choose which scores to send to 

colleges. If you are applying to selective colleges or if your scores will be important because 

you are on the margins at any of your college choices, consider taking the ACT as well. 

The ACT is offered in February, April and June and can be repeated; you can send just your 

highest scores to colleges, so it makes sense to take it more than once. Both the SAT and 

ACT can be repeated in the fall. If you feel that you would benefit from a prep course or 

tutoring before these exams, set that up several weeks in advance of the test. Princeton 

Review’s Cracking the SAT and Cracking the ACT are excellent prep books if you plan to 

prepare on your own. Sign up for the tests on the College Board or ACT website. 

 

2. If you will be applying to the most selective colleges (Ivy League, Stanford, etc.), take two 

or three of the one-hour SAT II Subject Tests, offered the same dates as the SAT. Most 

highly selective colleges require two SAT II’s, but a few (Princeton, etc.) require three. 

Check your colleges’ requirements before signing up for these exams. If they are not required 

by any of your college choices, don’t take them! Like the SAT, they also are offered in the 

fall, so you could take them in October, November, or December of your senior year (note 

that November and December dates are too late for most Early Action or Early Decision 

plans). 

 

3. Do your best work in your classes. Finish your junior year with your best possible grades. 

For some colleges, these will be the last grades they see before they reach a decision about 

your application. If you intend to apply Early Decision or Early Action, second semester 

grades are especially important. 

 

4. Build your relationships with your teachers and counselor. Ask your counselor for advice 

about colleges; he or she is a great resource. Begin thinking about the teacher or teachers 

whom you will ask for college recommendations. Look for ways to distinguish yourself in 

the classroom. 

 

5. Continue to research colleges, building a tentative list. Most students apply to 6-8, but that 

is just an average. Some will apply to only two or three, especially if some on their list are 

state universities in Oregon where they know they meet the minimum requirements for 

admission. Make sure your list has some “sure things” as well as “likelies” and “reaches.” 

Read guidebooks, visit websites, talk to your counselor, teachers, parents, and students 

already in college. Attend night programs, preview days, and any other opportunities to learn 

more about the colleges. 

 

6. Visit colleges over Spring Break if you can. If this isn’t possible, identify some weekends 

or days off from school when you can visit colleges. For colleges that you can’t visit during 

the school year, plan summer or early fall visits now. This may be the single most important 

way for you to decide where you want to apply.  

 

7. Plan a meaningful summer: a job, an internship, a cross-cultural experience, a workshop or 

camp or tournament in your strongest area of interest, a college course, a community service 

project, etc. Start your own business or do some kind of creative project (invention, short 

story, film, computer game). Think big! 
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Summer after Junior Year 
 

1. Continue researching and visiting colleges. Refine your college list.  

 

2. Create a final activities list to use in your college applications; you can use this as a 

personal resume for jobs, scholarships, internships in college, etc. Keep it on your computer 

as an evolving document. It will come in handy. The Common Application and most college 

applications have limited space for an activities list, so you may have to summarize and trim 

your list to fit into the forms. Give your longer, more detailed activities list to the teachers 

and counselor who will write your recommendations, college interviewers, etc., but put an 

abbreviated version in the online forms. Some students will attach the longer version to their 

applications when they apply; some mail it in when they apply online. If you can’t do justice 

to your activities in a limited form, use one of these methods to get a longer list to those 

colleges that will accept extra documents. Try to be concise, even in this longer version, as 

college admissions officers don’t like to see multi-page activity lists. If you feel like you can 

adequately summarize your involvements in the form provided, don’t attach a longer 

activities list – it’s not necessary. 

 

3. Start brainstorming and writing essays.  

 

4. Have a meaningful summer (job, internship, job shadow, tournaments, college course, 

volunteer work, creative project, etc.) 

 

5. If you are an athlete, consider contacting the college coaches in your sport, telling them 

about your sports background and statistics, and inquiring about athletic opportunities. In 

some cases, it could help you get in! Be sure to register with NCAA online and follow all 

regulations about contacts with the colleges.  

 

6. Begin filling out applications online, but don’t submit them yet. Make sure you have the 

new application, as a few schools change essay questions each year and don’t release the new 

application until late summer. Have as much done as possible before school starts. 

 

7. Decide if you will submit any extra materials with your applications, such as a CD of 

your music, game tapes, slides of your art work, a portfolio of your writing. Put those things 

together during the summer. 

 

8. Decide if you will apply anywhere Early Decision or Early Action and begin working 

toward that early deadline. 

 

9. If you work well with visual reminders, make a chart, poster, or computer spread sheet 

listing your colleges and tasks and deadlines and check things off as you do them.  

 

10. Make sure all of your college materials are in one place, such as a file box. As you 

choose your final list, open a file for each of those colleges and store everything about that 

college in that spot. Being organized helps you feel less stressed. 

 

11. Research scholarships and plan which ones you will apply for. 
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September of Senior Year 
  

1. Take a healthy load of academic solids and advanced courses all year long. Colleges 

notice if you take challenging classes – and if you don’t. Show your love of learning by 

taking on extra intellectual challenges inside and outside of school. 

 

2. Continue your extracurricular involvements and demonstrate leadership, initiative, and a 

positive spirit in your activities. 

 

3. Meet with your school counselor to go over your college choices, ask advice, and make 

sure you are clear on procedures for getting a recommendation, transcript, and materials sent 

from the school. Attend all the senior meetings when these procedures are explained and 

meet all deadlines.  Make sure your Naviance file is complete and up to date. 

 

4. Note when your colleges are visiting your school or our area and attend these 

presentations. Sign in to show your interest in the college, as some private colleges track 

your interest and contacts with them. If possible, at selective private colleges, try to meet the 

admissions representative responsible for Portland.  

 

5. Decide if you will retake the SAT, SAT II, or ACT and sign up for them. Tests must be 

completed by October if you plan to apply Early Decision or Early Action at most places, but 

they are also offered in November and December. 

 

6. Set up interviews on college campuses or with local alumni representatives for colleges 

located far away. 

 

7. If your colleges require teacher recommendations, request these from one or two 

teachers of academic subjects. Choose the ones that love you most! 

 

October/November 
 

1. Remember that test scores are no longer on your high school transcript, and so you need to 

request that the College Board or ACT testing agencies send them directly to the 

college. You can arrange for this online. Allow 3-5 weeks for them to arrive. Very important 

– don’t forget! 

 

2. Continue work on applications, and allow plenty of time to polish your essays. Apply to 

state universities by November 1 (or even earlier to out-of-state public universities), as they 

begin admitting in the fall.  

 

3. If you are applying Early Decision or Early Action, applications are due November 1 or 

November 15. Those deadlines come early! Double check with your college that you are 

being considered ED or EA if you have applied under one of those programs. 

 

4. Financial Aid: Check with the private colleges on your list to see if you need to submit the 

CSS Profile form for financial aid consideration. Some colleges offer special merit 

scholarships, but you must apply for them specifically, usually by an earlier deadline than the 

regular one. Some, such as University of Oregon, have extra essay questions to answer if you 
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apply for aid. Check scholarship programs at each of your college choices so that you don’t 

miss any opportunities.  

 

5. If you are not applying early anywhere, it still is a good idea to try to apply everywhere by 

Thanksgiving. Most college deadlines are in January, and it is challenging to try to finish up 

applications over the Christmas holiday. 

 

6. Be sure that you have requested transcripts and recommendations from teachers, your 

counselor, and your school counseling secretary at least three weeks in advance of your 

deadlines.  More notice is even better. 
 

7. Check the school bulletin and local newspaper all year to learn about local scholarship 

opportunities and apply for them as they are posted. Watch scholarship Internet sites 

(fastweb, etc.) for other scholarships to pursue. 

 

December 

 
1. Finish up and submit any applications that you haven’t completed.  

 

2. Before the deadline for each college on your list, check to make sure all materials have 

been received and your application is complete. 

 

3. Write a thank you note to the people who wrote recommendations for you. Keep them 

up-to-date as you hear from colleges. They will be thrilled to learn of your success. 

 

4. If you applied Early Decision or Early Action to any colleges, you will be notified of their 

decision this month. 

 

January-May of Senior Year 

 
1. If you are applying for financial aid, submit the FAFSA form as soon as possible after 

January 1.  
 

2. Most colleges send out decisions in March or early April, and a few won’t arrive until 

mid-April. A few will start admitting students as early as late fall and early winter. Don’t 

panic if you don’t hear from anyone before April. Watch your e-mail, as many schools notify 

you that way first.   

 

3. Keep your grades up and your behavior positive. Colleges have been known to rescind 

offers of admission if students drop courses, earn lower grades than they have in the past, or 

are subject to disciplinary action. 

 

4. Many colleges have open houses for admitted students in April. Try to attend if you can. 

It is a great way to see what your future college class might be like. 

 

5. After you are admitted to colleges, weigh your decision carefully – it’s a big one – and 

then send in your deposit and reply card to your first choice by May 1. Reply to all colleges 

that admitted you, telling them where you will be enrolling. If you are waitlisted at one of 

your top choices, write a letter (or two or three) making a case for why you should be 
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admitted. Be original and charm their socks off. Be a squeaky wheel on the wait list, but not 

a pest. Accept a spot at a college that admitted you so that you have a place to go if the 

waitlist doesn’t open up. 

 

6. If you didn’t receive the financial aid that you need and if you anticipate having trouble 

paying for the college you want to attend, make a phone or in-person appointment with the 

Financial Aid Director and explain your case. (Often a parent will do this.) If there are 

financial or personal circumstances they do not know about, they may readjust your award. A 

very few colleges will negotiate financial aid offers, and this is worth a try if you have 

received a generous aid offer from one school and a lower offer from the school you want to 

attend. Colleges don’t like to do this, so approach this subject carefully. Ask about loan and 

employment possibilities as well.   

 

Celebrate! You did it! And look forward to one of the great adventures of your life. 

 

 


